St. John Vianney Church

Marriage Preparation and Policies
(June 2006)

Congratulations on your engagement and upcoming marriage! Our parish
staff believes that you deserve the best preparation and support as you plan
for and celebrate the Sacrament of Marriage. The following information has
been prepared to help you as you make plans to celebrate this important day

in your life.

Church Requirements:

e The Diocese of Honolulu requires a minimum of four (4) months notice
prior to the proposed wedding date. Six months or even a year is
preferred. The notification time begins with your first interview with the
priest or deacon assisting in the preparation for your marriage.

e Do NOT make any plans or reservations for the wedding (e.g. print
invitations, rent a hall, hire caterers) until you have contacted a priest, a
deacon, or the parish administrator to arrange for the marriage date. Do
NOT finalize plans until you have the initial meeting with the priest or
deacon who will witness your marriage. The priest or deacon will
CONFIRM the date and time of your wedding.

e Marriage preparation requires several meetings with the priest or
deacon who will witness your marriage. One of the main elements of
your preparation is your participation in an Engaged Encounter
Weekend. The priest or deacon may also utilize a written questionnaire
called FOCCUS to help you prepare for your marriage.

e Documents required prior to your wedding are: 1) a baptismal
certificate (for Catholics) issued within 6 months prior to the wedding
date. Contact the church in which you were baptized to request this
certificate. It CANNOT be a copy of the original certificate received at
your baptism. Baptized members of other Christian churches may
submit a copy of their original baptismal certificate; 2) completion of a
Freedom to Marry form by a member of your family who has known you
from at least age twelve; 3) the pre-nuptial investigation form that will be
filled out by the priest or deacon during a meeting with you.

e Additional documents may be required depending on the situation. The
priest or deacon will inform you if such documents are required.



e Wedding Days and Times: Weddings can take place any day of the
week, although Saturday seems to be the preferred day. Evening
weddings are allowed from Monday to Friday. Because of the weekend
Mass schedule, Saturday evening weddings are not possible. Weddings
on Sundays and holidays will be scheduled based on the availability and
willingness of the priest or deacon witnessing your marriage as well as
the availability of the church. Saturday weddings can be scheduled
between 10:00 AM and 3:00 PM (3:00 PM being the latest time to start
a wedding). Evening weddings (Monday - Friday) can be scheduled to
start between 4:00 and 7:30 PM.

e Rehearsals should be scheduled close to the wedding date (one to three
days prior to the wedding day). The rehearsal date and time must be
arranged with the priest or deacon witnessing your marriage. Out of
respect for the church and those involved in the wedding, please plan to
dress appropriately, be on time, and refrain from eating, drinking or
smoking in or near the church. The priest or deacon will direct the
rehearsal. All particulars of the ceremony should be decided ahead of
time and discussed with the priest or deacon BEFORE the rehearsal.

e There is no fee for the use of the church for parishioners of St. John
Vianney Parish. It is customary, however, for those celebrating the
Sacrament of Marriage to give an offering to the parish. A suggested
offering would be 10% of the total cost of the wedding celebration
remembering that it is the celebration of the Sacrament of Marriage that
is the reason for the rest of the celebration (reception, flowers, limousine,
food, etc.)

e For non-parishioners we ask a donation of $750 for the use of the
church. Above and beyond that, it is customary to give an offering to the
parish (please see section above).

The Wedding Ceremony

e The priest or deacon who will witness your marriage will assist you in
planning your wedding ceremony. You will have the choice of many
different prayers, readings, and blessings. This is a time for the two of
you to prayerfully choose what best expresses your faith and love of God
and each other.

* You may be tempted to spend a large amount of money and have a cast
of thousands involved because you think you must or because family or
friends are pressuring you. We encourage you to follow some simple







